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What the 
season means 8

United Methodists must re-
gain their Wesleyan roots as 
a movement of the people to 

kindle the denomination anew.  

Turning Worlds 
Upside Down

By Laura Allen, WVUM Editor

   See “Upside Down, p. 3

Above:  Dr. Marcia McFee was part of the worship leadership team during the 
United Methodist Church’s quadrennial training event in Jacksonville, FL. 
A WVUM photo by Laura Allen.
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That was the emphasis of a 
quadrennial training event entitled:  
Living the United Methodist Way: 
Turning Worlds Upside Down, 
held in Jacksonville, FL Jan. 28 
- Feb. 1.

The training event sought to 
focus the mission of the United 
Methodist Church – to make dis-
ciples of Jesus Christ for the trans-
formation of the world – through 
training in the Four Areas of 
Focus: Developing principled 
Christian leaders for the church 
and world; creating new places for 
new people by starting new con-
gregations and renewing existing 
ones; engaging in ministry with 
the poor; and stamping out killer 
diseases by improving health glob-
ally.  	

“The early church was a huge 
risk,” said Bishop Janice Huie, 
using the book of Acts, chapter 17 
as the basis for her address dur-
ing the opening plenary session.   
“Paul and Silas were preaching 
this message of Jesus, they were 
acting contrary to the emperor,” 
she continued. 

The passage from Acts tells 
of mobs of angry people hunting 
down Paul and Silas because of 
fear of this new, revolutionary 

message. “The church barely hap-
pened,” said Bishop Huie.

Stepping	Out	to	create	new	
space

Early evangelists like Paul 
and Silas created new space in the 
early church.  Effective evange-
lism it would seem then, is key to 
reaching new people for Christ.

“My passion is evangelism,” 
said Rev. Bill Dawson, one of fif-
teen laity and clergy from the WV 
Annual Conference who attended 
the event. 

 Dawson was particularly 
inspired by Kwasi Kena, featured 
during Commission Possible this 
past September in the West Vir-
ginia Annual Conference.  

“Kwasi’s passion is conta-
gious,” said Dawson.  “He shared 
a book with us that made an 
impact on his work recently – and 
I bought it immediately.” 
        The book, Your Church Can 
Thrive, by Harold Percy empha-
sizes church growth. Percy writes 
“The church is a community of 
people who are learning to live to 
glorify God (Your Church Can 
Thrive, p. 17).

“That quote really struck me.  
It reminded me the purpose of the 

Tech Tips
Translating
new media

Breakout!
Summer Camp
pull-out section
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Lenten Discipline
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The reality is that life in general is 
difficult. To be sure, we are living in 
difficult times. Life at times appears 

to be unfair to some people, or more harsh for 
them.

Life is difficult from 
birth to death. Much of life 
depends on one’s circumstances 
– birth weight; racial/ethnic 
identity; nationality; parental 
presence and economic status; 
educational opportunity; and 
family heritage. These are 
some of the many factors that 
impact one’s life and the variety 
of potential outcomes. Life is 
difficult because of accidents, 
wars, disease, and natural 
disasters. We do not control 
these factors.

We are living in difficult 
times, because we are faced with certain circumstances over 
which we have no control. How do the President and the 
Congress bring an end to the recession? How do we cope with 
terrorism? Can we end the war in Iraq anytime soon? Will 
the nation be forever in debt? Will there be a job for people 
who have been laid off? What does the future hold from the 
perspectives of economics and politics? Most folk agree that 
these are troubled times.

Recently, an airplane crashed in New York State, while other 
planes landed safely; all of these planes were headed for the 
same airport. Why did one plane crash? Life just seems at times 
to be so unfair to some people. One cannot help but ask why bad 
things happen to good people; people who do no harm, do good, 
and strive to stay in love with God. 

We ask many questions about life and life’s situations. 
Questions are a part of the human response as we ponder the 
human condition. 

Faithful congregations sometimes face harsh circumstances 
such as loss of key members [death or moving away], a changing 
community, and economic depression in the region. How do our 
congregations face the future?

The pilgrim disciple is on a journey of Christ like holiness. 
The journey is home, but there are bumps along the way. What 
happens to the pilgrim disciple who is going through rough 
times?

When we are going though rough times, it is then, that we 
learn to trust in God. Dr. Zan Holmes describes the process as 
“growing through what we are going through.” 

A congregation like a pilgrim disciple should seize the 
opportunity to be closer to God, when going through the storms 
of life. We do not have all of the answers. We do not need an 
answer to all of our questions, because, as Andre Crouch says, 
“Jesus is the answer for the world today.” 

At all times, the best of times and the worst of times, God 
goes with us. God never leaves us, because God guides us by 
day and by night. God provides bread for us on a daily basis. 
Jesus, the bread of life, walks with us along the paths of life, and 
that makes all of the difference, regardless of what we are going 
through.

Think about it!

Through it All...
Bishop Ernest S. Lyght
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From the Editor’s Desk

Above:  Rethink Church materials at a United Methodist 
Communications booth during Quad Training in Jackson-
ville, FL.  Visit rethinkchurch.org for more information.

As I write this, I’m 
sitting in a down-
town Charleston 

coffee shop on one of those 
days that reminds you winter’s 
not quite done.

I’m by a window.  Out of 
the corner of my eye, people 
walk and traffic passes.  Pi-
geons and wrens fly in and out 
of view – are they playing or 
fighting – it’s hard to say.  The 
sky is winter blue and gray, 
and a few stray snowflakes oc-
casionally stick to the glass of 
the window.  

Writing about my sur-
roundings casts them in a 
different light, making a new 

story from everyday life
Will the church be able 

to write a new story?  That 
question is firmly before us 
now.   When I think about what 
we heard about last month in 
Jacksonville (see cover story), I 
am happy and concerned.

I’m happy because our 
denomination wants to look at 
ourselves in a fresh light.  We 
are challenging ourselves to 
think anew through the Four 
Areas of Focus.  We are ‘re-
thinking church’, seeing its 
potential as a verb instead of a 
noun. 

 I’m excited about that, 
because as 30-year-old ten 

years ago, I wanted to do more 
than sit in church on Sunday.  
I wanted to do.  I found a 
home in the United Methodist 
Church, and here I am.

But, I am also concerned.  
Will we do it?  Will we engage 
with the poor in real ways?  
Do we really see them?  Will 
we find new places for new 
people, or hang on to the status 
quo for dear life?  

I see the good the United 
Methodist Church does and I’m 
encouraged.  It’s in our ‘Wes-
leyan DNA’ to be the ones out 
front.  Our founder was anti-
slavery and anti-consumerism.  

We were the first 
denomination to 
ordain women. Our 
conference mission 
projects do amaz-
ing things – and the 
United Methodist 
Women get an aw-
ful lot done for the 
poor.  

Nothing but Nets 
is an unqualified 
success, a national 
phenomenon.

Ed Paup men-
tioned in his address 
last month that the 
UMC couldn’t stop 
Nothing but Nets if 
it wanted to.  The 

program outgrew us 
a long time ago. We let go, and 
the ministry expanded beyond 
us.

Perhaps that’s my favorite 
nugget from last month.  We 
have to let go to see things 
grow. When we hold on to 
‘the way it’s always been’, we 
become complacent and com-
fortable.  We stop really seeing 
the world around us, longing 
for God.

By the time you read this, 
Lent will have started.  Usu-
ally, I give something up like 
chocolate or potato chips 
(never both at the same time).  

This year, I think I’ll take 
my pastor’s advice and do 
something good for Lent.  With 
God’s help, maybe this ‘Four 
Areas of Focus’ and ‘re-think-
ing church’ stuff will become 
more clear if I start with that.

Laura Allen
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‘Upside Down’ 
from front page

Two grants are available 
from the Division of Health and 
Welfare of the West Virginia 
Conference. 

Hunger grants provide assis-
tance for food pantries and other 
agencies dealing with hunger in 
society. Hunger grant money can 
be used to purchase food and 
food-related items like nutrition 
education, storage and hunger 
program development. 

Funds cannot be used for 
administrative costs, salaries, 
clothing closets, or utility pay-
ments for clients.   

For an application, contact 
Carolyn Nettles at 304-269-4184 
or pastorcarolyn2006@hotmail.
com. Applications are due by 
April 1.

Also, The Virginia Higgins 
Grant provides funds to any 
agency that fulfills the mission 
statement of the Division of 
Health and Welfare:

“To assist United Method-
ists to become involved in the 
areas of child care, aging, health 
care, and persons with handicap-
ping conditions; and to assist 
organizations, institutions, and 
programs related to the Annual 
Conference and other units of 

The United Methodist 
Church in their involvement in 
direct service to persons in need 

Health and Welfare Grants Available

through both residential and non-
residential ministries.”

Funds will be granted to lo-
cal United Methodist Churches, 
outreach agencies and other 
conference structures engaged in 
Health and Welfare Ministries.  

Non-United Methodist proj-
ects may apply if the proposal 
demonstrates relation to the 
mission statement of the Divi-
sion of Health and Welfare, 
and co-sponsors with a United 
Methodist organization. 

A group or agency may sub-
mit only one proposal per fund-
ing cycle. If the proposal is not 
approved when first submitted, 
the group or agency must resub-
mit in the next funding cycle. 

No proposal will be con-
sidered for funding more than 
twice. 

Projects will be funded for 
no longer than three years, and 
monies can’t be used for salary 
support.

Applications are due by 
April 15. 

Chosen projects will be 
announced at  the Annual 
Health and Welfare Luncheon 
at Annual Conference. Con-
tact Diane Braun for an ap-
plication at 304-684-7842 or  
tdbraun@suddenlink.net.

 March 2009
3  United Methodist Foundation Executive 
    Committee
6-7 Covenant Council
7  WL District Lay Academy - WV Wesleyan 
    College, Buckhannon
8-10 BOOM Meeting/Interviews - John XXIII
    Pastoral Center
10 SO District Order of Elders Best Practices 
    Gathering - First UMC, Fayetteville
10 CFA Meeting - Conference Center, Charleston
12 PH District Order of Elders Best Practices 
     Gathering - Wesley Chapel, Short Gap
14 NO District Lay Leadership Training Academy  
      Elm Grove UMC
16 MV District Order of Elders Best Practices 
     Gathering - TBD
21 GR District Older Adult Ministries Trainng Event               
     Ranielle UMC
21 Lay Ministry Team Meeting - TBD
22 WL District Older Adult Ministries Trainng Event     
     Chapel Hill UMC, Buckhannon
22-29 PMLS - Bishop Hodges Pastoral Retreat 
     Center, Huttonsville
26 LK District Order of Elders Best Practices 
     Gathering - First UMC, Parkersburg
27-28 Spiritual Formation Retreat - 
     HOLINESS TRADITION with
     Heather Murray Elkins
28 Confirmation Rally - 
     West Virginia  Wesleyan College
31-4/1 Cabinet Meeting

Conference Calendar

St. Marks United Methodist Church in Charleston, WV., 
needs a Director of Music beginning July 1, 2009.  Prima-
ry duties include responsibilities for the adult choir, adult 
handbells, Sunday worship services, children’s choir, and 
various musical performances throughout the year.  Sala-
ried position with some benefits.Please submit resume by 
March 25, 2009, to: St. Marks United Methodist Church, 
900 Washington Street East, Charleston, WV, 25301
Attn : Wayne Williams.

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  NEEDED

Summer Youth Celebration (SYC) is set for June 22 
through 26 at West Virginia Wesleyan College in Buckhan-
non.  Planners expect this year’s event to be one largest 
gatherings ever, partially due to the presence of the Africa 
University Choir, who will kick off the gathering with a con-
cert Monday night, June 22.  Bishop Violet Fisher (retired, 
New York West Conference 2000-2008) will be the guest 
preacher.  E-mail Ryan Calhoun for more information: 
ryancalhoun@suddenlink.net

Start Planning for SYC

church is not to take care of our 
own, but to step out from the 
comfort of our pews into the 
world.”   

Dawson chairs the evan-
gelism team in the northern 
district of the WV Annual 
Conference.   
Working	with	the	poor

Ed Paup, Secretary of 
the General Board of Global 
Ministries echoes the sentiment 
of stepping out to engage in 
ministry with the poor.  “Unit-
ed Methodists are .002% of the 
world’s population,” he said.  
“We must work with others to 
make ministry happen.”  

He cited the example 
of Nothing but Nets, telling 
plenary attendees that “we 
couldn’t stop it if we wanted to 
now, because so many outside 
the denomination have latched 
on to that ministry.” 

Solving the problems of 
poverty and disease, he said, 
begins with true respect for the 
poor.  

He highlighted the Catholic 
tradition of genuflection, when 
one bends a knee to the ground 
show reverence and respect to 
God.  “We should see our-
selves kneeling to the floor 
to honor God in these whom 
Christ loves,” he said.

More than 1,200 United Methodist annual conference leaders attended the “Living the 
United Methodist Way: Turning Worlds Upside Down” quadrennial training event, held 
Jan. 29-Feb. 1 in Jacksonville, Fla. A UMNS photo by Erik Alsgaard.
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Breakthrough 
at Spring Heights This Summer

Yet in story after story, the gos-
pel writers portray encounters 
with Jesus that tear down walls 
of prejudice, offer release from 
bondage, provide loving attention 
to the forgotten, and give healing 
to the sick. 

As Jesus journeyed through villages, 
along lakesides, and down dusty roads, 
his life intersected with the lives of a va-

riety of people, many who had experienced op-
pression, neglect, sickness, prejudice, and/or 
pain. 

Each encounter resulted in a 
breakthrough—a chance to move 
beyond the present situation into 
a life-changing experience with 
the healing grace and love of 
God.

Specialty Camps

Ropes Course Challenge 
Traverse, belay, rappel and more as you experience 
the full benefit and thrill of all the activities on Spring 
Heights’ Ropes/Challenge Course. Along the way, you 
will develop useful skills in leadership and teamwork.  
For Campers finishing grades 6-12

July 5-10  $250.00

 

Mountain Biking Camp
Campers will explore the trails of Spring Heights  while they learn 
about safety, maintenance, conditioning and more.
Campers should bring a quality cycling helmet. You are welcome to 
bring your own bike or use one of ours. (Note: Spring Heights cannot 
be held responsible for damage or loss to your bike.)
For Campers finishing grades 6-12
July 5-10  $250.00

Family Fun Weekend
Join families from around the Conference for a weekend of fun 
and relaxation. Do as much or as little as you like.
Offered during the weekend will be archery, mountain biking, 
boating, crafts, swimming, rappelling, campfires, hayrides, 
worship, singing and more. Start a family tradition that in-
cludes spiritual growth and renewal at Spring Heights.
Fee listed includes lodging in the Camp Center Lodges for 
families of 4 or more. Housing is also available in the Retreat 
Center (add’l fee) and in Turkey Ridge (discount fee)
July 17-19 $200.00/family

Basketball Camp
An exciting camp for new and experienced players.  
This year’s theme, breakthrough, ensures that each 
camper has the opportunity to expand not only their 
basketball skills but also their spirituality, leadership, 
creativity, teamwork, sportsmanship and more.
Director -- Jim Hanawalt
For Campers finishing grades 6-12
June 21-26  $250.00

Director’s Invitational Camp
This program, led by the Camp Director’s Staff, focuses on 
leadership skills as well as Spiritual growth. Campers are 
given much more responsibility for schedule design and 
implementation. Participants are chosen for their demon-
strated leadership skills based on nominations from pastors 
and Superintendents.
For Campers finishing grades 10-12
July 19-24  $125.00
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Age-Level Camps

Beginner’s Camp
(finishing grades 1-2)

July 12-14
$125

Older Children Camp
(finishing grades 3-5)

June 21-26
June 28-July 3

July 5-10
July 19-24

$225

Younger 
Youth Camp

(finishing grades 6-8)
June 21-26

June 28-July 3
July 5-10

Other Camps 

New Life Camp
June 21-26 

Plymouth (MA) 
UMC Camp    

July 5-10

Pot. Highlands 
District Camp

July 26-31

The classic church camp experience, these camps in-
tergrate the ‘Breakout’ theme with traditional camp ac-
tivities: swimming, hiking, campfires, and bible study.

Older Youth Camp
(finishing grades 9-12)

June 28-July 3
July 5-10

$225

Camperships 
Available

The Ministry 
Team on Conference 
Camps will continue 
its practice of provid-
ing camp scholarships 
(“Camperships”) to 
any camper in need 
of financial assis-
tance. The goal of the 
Ministry Team is that 
no young person be 
denied a camp experi-
ence solely because 
of finances.

Applications are to 
be submitted by the 
Church requesting the 
Campership

You are encour-
aged to apply for as 
much as is legitimate-
ly needed up to $225. 
Camperships may not 
be used for additional 
fees required for Spe-
cialty Camps or for a 
second Camp session 
for the same Camper.

For more informa-
tion and applications 
contact your pastor or 
Spring Heights.

Volunteer!
Spring Heights wel-
comes adults and 
youth/young adults 
ages 17 - 19 to contrib-
ute to the camp experi-
ence at Spring Heights.   
Youth and young adults 
serve as ‘Counselors 
in Training’ (CIT’s) and 
must attend staff train-
ing in  June.

2067 Barrcut Road
Spencer, WV 25276

1-304-927-5865
umcamp@wirefire.com

Contact Spring Heights:

Complete Camp Brochure online:
users.wirefire.com/umcamp
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Rev. Conley is currently 
pastor of First UMC, Elkins, 
where he has served since 
2001.

 He graduated from WV 
Wesleyan College, recieved 
his M.Div. Degree from the 
Candler School of Theology at 
Emory University, and holds 
a D.Min. Degree from Drew 
University.  

Rev. Conley’s ‘Five 
Questions’ interview with the 
WV United Methodist follows 
below.

Describe	how	you	were	
called	to	Ministry.

  My actual call to ministry 
happened during a senior high 
church camp at EvUnBreth 
Acres during summer, 1969.  
Rev. Calvin McCutcheon was 
the dean of the camp that week, 
and during a vesper service 
God opened my heart and eyes 
to be a pastor. 

My journey to that mo-
ment began two years earlier, 
when I was a Page at Annual 
Conference.  That experience 
triggered a series of events that 
placed me at EvUnBreth Acres 
in the summer of 1969.  

Looking back, God was 
active all along that journey. I 
struggled a bit with my voca-
tion during college, but, by my 
senior year I knew what God 
was calling me to do.

New Superintendent for MonValley District

Another piece of the puzzle of our lives is about to 
fall into place.  We are preparing to move at the end of 
June, and the comfortable, neatly fitting sections of the life 
we’ve built here in Elkins will open up to new and unfa-
miliar spaces.  I should be used to this by now, after mov-
ing from St. Albans, to Wayne, to Beckley, to Buckhannon 
and then to Elkins in our 35 years of marriage and ministry.  

But, moving is so much more than just travelling from one 
place to another.  The monumental task of packing up a home is 
easy compared to saying goodbye to the friends who have made us 
a part of their family.  Household items can fit neatly in boxes—
friendships, not so much.  Our lives will take a new direction, and 
as we leave friends behind, there will be uneven places, gaps to fill.  

In every appointment we have served, God has sent peo-
ple to fill the empty spaces in our lives.  Church members 
and neighbors have loved us, cared for us, shown us what it 
means to be in community.  Their lives have become en-
meshed in ours, and I cannot imagine life without them.  I 
do not know about you, but I have never been able to com-
plete a picture puzzle by myself.  I always need that oth-
er pair of eyes to show me something I had not seen before.  

Have you ever tried to put together a puzzle without looking 
at the picture on the front of the box?   Now, that would be a chore!

You get one part put together, and stand back to see how 
well it fits.  However, when you stand back, you realize there 
is so much more to do.  We are blessed because even though 
we never quite see the whole picture, we know when the fi-
nal pieces come together, it will be beautiful.  God has planned 
this life puzzle out for us, every step of the way.  We believe 
all the pieces will come together the way God wants them to, 
even if we do not know where each piece is, or where it goes.  

I know we will find more pieces of the puzzle in the Mon 
Valley District.  And I know that God will send new friends to 
help us put them together.

The Next Step
By Julie Conley, Ministers Mates

From left to right, Julie Conley, David Conley 
(Assistant Director of Admissions at WVWC in Buck-
hannon), John Conley (teaching at the University of 
Minnesota, Minneapolis), Ellis Conley.

Bishop Ernest S. Lyght, W. Va. area, has announced his intention 
to appoint Rev. Ellis Conley to Cabinet. He begins as Superin-

tendent for the MonValley district July 1.  

What	do	you	love	most	
about	it?  

What I enjoy most are 
the lasting relationships that 
develop between a pastor, the 
church staff (paid or volunteer), 
and the congregation as we 
share life and ministry during 
the many seasons of our lives. 
It is a great joy when someone 
refers to me not only as their 
pastor, but also as friend.   In 
John’s Gospel, Jesus says, “I 
do not call you servants any 
longer,… I have called you 

friends.”  
Can	you	think	of	an	expe-

rience	(or	two)	that	stand(s)	
out	in	your	mind	in	ministry?  

Ministry has many grace 
filled experiences; two stand-
outs for me are camp and 
mission related.  First, the 
community church camps held 
by Wayne United Methodist 
Church.

Each of the 7 summers 
while we were in Wayne, the 
church hosted a week long 
church camp for about 90 chil-
dren and youth of the commu-
nity.  There was a great spirit 
of the older campers mentoring 
the younger campers as well as 
disciple training and good fun.  
The week concluded on the 
Sunday after camp when new 
converts were baptized. 

The ServiceWorks Mis-
sion Trips of FUMC, Elkins 

have been a blessing these past 
8 years.  We’ve sent a youth 
team to Hendersonville, NC for 
a mission camp.

We worked, laughed, sang, 
and prayed, and along the way 
amazing things happened in 
our lives. Both those experienc-
es stand out because lives were 
changed in the community.  

Camp experiences were 
formative for me, and I con-
tinue to believe that God can 
work in those settings. 

What	is	the	primary	job	
of	a	District	Superintendent?

At this point, I believe the 
primary ministry of a District 
Superintendent is to support 
and encourage clergy in the 
district they are appointed.  I 
have always been grateful for 
the many superintendents who 
encouraged, supported, and 
mentored me along my journey 
as a pastor.  

I envision this ministry 
very similar to being the pas-
tor of a local congregation, 
but now serving as a pastor 
to other pastors.  I hope that I 
will be able to maintain with 
clarity the dual roles of district 
pastor and administrator, while 
giving leadership to the annual 
conference.

What	gifts	and	graces	do	
you	bring	to	this	position?		
What	is	your	growing	edge?		

We recently hired a new 
staff person at the church.  
When the Staff-Parish Rela-
tions Committee asked me 
what gifts the new person 
would need, I told them an 
obvious commitment to Jesus 
Christ.  We also needed good 
visionary-administrative skills, 
the ability to relate well to all 
age groups, and a team spirit.  
I hope to bring these gifts and 
graces to the office of district 
superintendent.  One grow-
ing edge would be to become 
more patient – to listen before 
responding. I pray God will 
equip me with what I need for 
the tasks before me as I enter 
this new ministry.  

Mabel L. Bunner
Widow of Oscar C. Bunner (AM)

January 26, 2009

Rev. Paul Riegal (AM-R)
February 17, 2009

MEMORIALS

Appointment News

Beverly Hills, Huntington - Bill Haynes
Burlington Family Services Chaplain - Rich Hogg
First, Clarksburg - Rick Sale
First, Elkins - Barry Moll
Glenville United Methodist Ministries   -   Mark James
Morris Memorial, Kanawha City (Charleston) - David Jasper    
Mt. Nebo - Rick Swearengin
St. Paul’s Oakland MD - Jennifer Johns-Gooding
Wayside, Vienna  - T. Patrick Kerr    

Bishop Lyght has also announced his intention regarding 
the following pastoral appointments, effective July 1, 2009:
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People in our pews are 
no doubt affected by the state 
of the economy in varying 
degrees.   

      While our Annual Confer-
ence may not be as hard-hit as 
some areas of the country, we 
have experienced lost jobs, and 
we have all seen the value of 
our investment and retirement 
accounts shrink this past year.  

Even those of us not di-
rectly affected are challenged 
by fear.

How do we respond as the 
Church of Jesus Christ at such 
a time as this?

A special report in The 
Chronicle of Philanthropy 
detailed the effect of our fiscal 
situation on non-profit, charita-
ble organizations.  Many chari-
ties and foundations have seen 
their endowments diminished 
by 20% to 50%, and so they 
respond by cutting back, mean-
ing less funds will be available 
to help those who need it now 
more than ever.  

In contrast, the Bill and 
Melinda Gates Foundation, 
which saw its assets decrease 
by 20% from 2007 to 2008, 
is responding by giving more, 
increasing its 2009 grants 
budget by 500 million dollars.  
Perhaps this is a model for the 
Church’s response.

 The value of our churches’ 
reserves and endowments have 
been reduced.  How do we re-
spond?  Do we cut back on the 
ministries of the church?  Do 

Generosity in Challenging Times
What effect will the current 
economic crisis have on your church?

we adopt a scarcity worldview?  
Things may look bleak for us, 

but what about our neigh-
bors?

At least one church in our 
Conference views these chal-
lenging times as the right time 
to plan for the future.  

The leadership of Calvary 
United Methodist Church in 
Ripley (Little Kanawha Dis-
trict) recognizes that many 
people may desire to make 
an ultimate gift to benefit the 
church from their estate plan.  

They understand that the 
best first step in promoting 
planned gifts is the creation 
of an endowment fund that 
will provide a place for people 
to make gifts. Their accumu-
lated resources will provide a 
pemanent income stream for 
the church.  

Last week, Calvary United 
Methodist Church planted a 
seed.  In an act of faith and 
selflessness, the church created 
a lasting endowment fund that 
can be the recipient of future 
gifts.  

The leaders of the church 
will leave the income from 
the Trust untouched until the 
principal is large enough to 
produce significant annual in-
come for ministry.  They trust 
God will lead others to give 
generously to insure growth.  
Future generations will benefit 
because of the act of today’s 
leaders.

Do we choose to see the 
world through eyes of fear, 
recognizing only scarcity and 
believing that we do not have 
enough?  Or, do we see through 
God’s clear vision, understand-
ing that during challenging 
times, our mission is bigger, 
our call to service louder, and 
the need of those around us 
more desperate.  

Can we recognize that God 
has blessed us with abundance 
and invites us to generosity?

Consider the possibilities.

Sprucing it Up.... 
A worker installs a new window-frame in an apartment complex at Glen-
Wood Park.  The facility, located in Princeton, WV, is near the end of a $1.2 

million renovation. “I believe God intended people to be cared for from the cradle 
to the grave,” said Dr. Daniel Farley, President and CEO of GlenWood. “These 
renovations will allow us to continue that mission here at GlenWood.

Founded in 1968 by the Annual Conference, GlenWood offers independent 
and assisted living, as well as a complete skilled nursing unit.  Contact them  at 
304-425-8128, and view the facility online at www.gwpinc.org.  
A WVUM photo by Adam Cunningham.

Jeff Taylor, President UM Foundation of WV

Reach the Foundation at 
(304) 342-2113 for information on 
planned giving for your church.

The West Virginia
United Methodist 
seeks film reviews!  
E-mail editor Laura Al-
len for more information: 
lallen@wvumc.org

Jeff Taylor

Lent is looming large in 
our frame of most important 
events for which we need 
to prepare. We are called to 
repentance and personal sac-
rifice, the six weeks to pray, 
study, read, give and forgive, in 
preparation for the ultimate gift 
of God’s Son. 

 Be faithful, even to the 
point of death, and I will give 
you the crown of life.  Revela-
tions 2:10

LIVING FAITH
Tom Wright presents a ten-

session overview of the Chris-
tian faith. Each element brings 
you closer to the faith you 
desire, regardless of the depth 
of your faith journey. 

Includes: The story and 
message of the Bible, The He-

brew Scriptures, the world, life 
and ministry of Jesus, the gos-
pel testimonies to Jesus, Paul 
and the outward movement, a 
brief history of Christianity, 
Christian doctrines and beliefs, 
the beliefs of other religions, 
growing in and sharing Christ, 
and living Christianity in the 
world.

BEGINNINGS 
Andy Langford, Mark 

Ralls, and Rob Weber concen-
trate on habits of Christian spir-
ituality, while avoiding compli-
cated theological language. 

It uses the Bible as our re-
source in a way contemporary 
participants understand. Ses-
sion subjects include: Spiritual 
Life; Habit of Courage; Habit 
of Loving; Habit of Centering; 
Habit of Simplicity; Habit of 
Giving; Habit of Serving; Habit 
of Trusting; Habit of Question-
ing; Habit of Engaging. YA 
– A, VHS or DVD

JESUS CREED
A seven lesson DVD 

focused on loving God and 
others. It compares spiritual 

formation during the time of 
Jesus and now, and includes an 
overview of the Christian faith, 
Bible, church history, and the 
relationship between Christian-
ity and other religions. Present-
ed by Scot McKnight.

OFFER THEM CHRIST
A presentation by The 

Foundation for Evangelism, an 
affiliate of The General Board 
of Discipleship, to help sup-
port three professors at differ-
ent theological, evangelical, 
and seminary institutions in 
the United States. Their goal 
is to raise one million dollars 
a year to finance the program 
that helps reach people through 
the evangelism teachings of 
Dr. Harry Denman. 11 minute 
VHS. 

Reel
Talk
Mary  Mayes
Conference Librarian
1-800-788-3746, ext. 21
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Invited to Holiness
Dr. William H. Wilson (“Bill”)We’ve been hearing from many of you that there 

is a need for more ‘how-to’ when it comes to 
the world of the Internet and technology.   

This month, we begin a series of pieces designed to make folks 
more comfortable with the web 2.0 age (see description below).  
The series begins with the following terms:

Social	Networking/Media – Think of it as the fellowship 
hall of the 21st century.  Instead walking into a room and talking 
with your friends to catch up, you go to a social networking web-
site to see what your friends from L.A. to Lost Creek are doing.  
The most popular is Facebook (www.facebook.com) , and our 
Annual Conference is already there: www.wvumc.org/facebook.

We are also using Twitter, another site to give short updates 
on what is happening in the life of the Conference.  Entries must 
be 140 characters or less.  Check the Conference out on twitter:  
www.twitter.com/wvumc. 
    Blog	– A blog 

is a website, 
sort of like a 
diary, kept by 
an individual 
or group.  

Blogs 
consist of 
posts and 
comments.  
A post is a 
piece of writ-
ing that may 
include audio 

or video, but most often is an essay on a topic chosen by the 
individual or members of a group who contribute to the blog.  
Comments are left by the members of the community, and are 
usually previewed before being posted by the administrator.  This 
practice insures a vigorous, courteous discussion.  Bishop Lyght 
is now blogging at:  www.lyghthouse.wordpress.com.

Google – The world’s number  one search engine.  You can 
learn more about anything by ‘googling’ it.  Type in ‘Living 
Stones WV’, and the first entry will be our Annual Conference 
blog, Living Stones.  http://www.google.com

Umc.org – The national website of the United Methodist 
Church.  Once there, type ‘Four Areas of Focus’ into the search 
engine.  Click on the first link, and you can read Ed Paup’s 
complete address from Quad Training in Jacksonville last month.  
In web-land, that’s called ‘added value content’ meaning that it 
enhances the article found on the cover of this paper.  
http://www.umc.org

Web	2.0	– The next generation of how the Internet works.  
The web has moved from being a source of information to an 
interactive experience.  You can talk with friends, share photos, 
be an iReporter for CNN and much more.  The shift which has 
taken place over the last five years, is changing the way learning, 
social interaction, art, music, and books are delivered – just to 
name a few.  

Another quick tip:  Don’t be afraid to make mistakes - or to 
ask for help.  The youth of your church, your grandchildren or 
children, and tech-savvy friends will be glad to help you.

5 Tech Tips

The communion set in the photo above belongs to Dr. Wilson.  
A WVUM Photo by Adam Cunningham.

“...I invite you, therefore in the name of 
the Church, to  observe a holy Lent:  by 
self examination and repentance; by 
prayer, fasting and self-denial, and by 
reading and meditating on God’s Holy 
Word.”

 - From the Ash Wednesday Service, 
UM Book of Worship, p. 322

Bishop Lyght’s blog, The Lyghthouse

There are centuries of tradi-
tions around Lent, observed with 
Easter as the earliest of worship 
cycles in the Church.  In these 
days, we often think of Lent as a 
time to “give up” something, and 
practice a bit of denial by “giving 
up chocolate”, or whatever.  

The admonishment from our 
United Methodist tradition is the 
“invitation to the observance of 
Lenten discipline”.   As United 
Methodists we are encouraged 
to not just give up something 
(although that is an important 
practice), but also to be disci-
plined.   Discipline!  Such a 
United Methodist word, and such 
a basic word – the same as “dis-
ciple”, which means learner!

Since my cradle years to 
now as a Methodist (a United 
Methodist) and through my 
journey of faith as a follower 
of Jesus Christ, and in my daily 
practice as a Benedictine Ob-
late I have wrestled with being 
“disciplined”.   Like most of us 
I sometimes hit and miss.  Some-
times, some days, and some sea-
sons I am better at the discipline 
than others, and then there are 
days, weeks that just seem void 
of it.  No wonder there is Lent!   
I need Lent!  

As an Oblate I am to share 
my “bona opera” (good work) 
for the Lenten season with the 
abbot at my monastery.  It is a 
form of accountability that I will 
be engaged in the discipline of 
Lent.  That good work includes 
what spiritual discipline will be 
new and different for me during 
Lent, and what will I do to share 
Christ with others.  How will I 
serve Christ by sharing in the 
world? You and I are account-
able to each other in the life of 
the Church.  

My spiritual director re-
minds me that the call to be 
disciplined is the call to be holy.   
“Therefore prepare your minds 
for action; discipline yourselves; 
set all your hope on the grace 
that Jesus Christ will bring you. 

We are in the midst of the Lenten season, a time of prepa-
ration and discipline, as we prepare for the celebration 
of Easter, the glorious observance of the Lord’s resur-

rection and new life! 

. .as he who called you is holy, 
be holy yourselves in all your 
conduct, for it is written, you 
shall be holy, for I am holy.”  (I 
Peter 1:13-16) 

You and I are on a journey of 
Christ-like holiness!   We belong 
to God, and because we are filled 
by God’s mercy and grace daily, 
we serve God as we care for our-
selves and others.   We need to 
work, earn our money, be good 
stewards of our resources,  sleep 
better, play more often,  spend 
time with family and friends,  
grow spiritually,  be more quiet, 

and speak directly what we need 
and who we are.  We need to 
be peacemakers! We need to 
stimulate our minds, bodies, and 
souls.  We need to share with 
others what we have and who 
we are.  We need to stop our 
busyness trying so hard to be 
the body of Christ, and relate to 
those around us as Christ and see 
the  Risen Christ in each other! 
      Grace and peace, and may we 
observe a holy Lent!   

Dr. Wilson directs Connec-
tional Ministries and is Assistant 
to the Bishop for the WV Confer-
ence.       


